GEIMALDO'S POLICY.                                  327

occupied, so brilliant and so envied, was the King of Spain.
The Queen, he found, could never be a solid foundation on
which to repose. He wished, then, to support himself upon
France, or at least to have no opposition from it, and he
perfectly well knew the duplicity and caprices of Cardinal
Duhois. The Court of Spain, at all times so watchful over M.
le Due d'Orl&ins, in consequence of what had passed in the time
of the Princesse des Ursins, and during the Regency, was not
ignorant of the intimate and uninterrupted confidence of this
prince in me, or of the terms on which I was with him. These
sort of things appear larger than they are, when seen from
afar, and the choice that had been made of me for this singular
embassy confirmed it still more ! Grimaldo then, might have
thought to assure my friendship in his behalf, and my influence
with M. le Due d'Orl^ans, occasion demanding it; and I don't
think I am deceiving myself in attributing to him this policy
while he aided me to obtain a favour, at bottom quite natural,
and which could cause him no inconvenience.

I regarded the moment at which the marriage would be
celebrated as that at which I stood most chance of obtaining
what I desired, and I considered that if it passed over without
result to me, all would grow cold, and become uncertain, and
very disagreeable. I had forgotten nothing during this first
stay in Madrid, in order to please everybody, and I make bold
to say that I had all the better succeeded because I had tried
to give weight and merit to my politeness, measuring it
according to the persons I addressed, without prostitution and
without avarice, and that's what made me hasten to learn all I
could of the birth, of the dignities, of the posts, of the alliances,
of the reputation of each, so as to play my cards well, and secure
the game.

But still I needed the letters of M. le Due d'Orldans, and of
Cardinal Dubois. I did not doubt the willingness of the
Eegent, but I did doubt, and very much too, that of his minister.
It has been seen what reason I had for this.

These letters ought to have arrived at Madrid at the same
time that I did, but they had not come, and there seemed no